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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR STATEMENT FOCUS ON EDUCATION
MISSION STATEMENT

To be the premier experience and best 
resource for information and inspiration 
about the lives of African American 
Marylanders. The museum seeks to realize 
its mission by collecting, preserving, 
interpreting, documenting and exhibiting 
the rich contributions of African American 
Marylanders from the state’s earliest history 
to the present and the future.

Every year our Education Department develops programs and events to better engage and inform 
children of the tremendous role that African American history and culture has played in Maryland. We 
saw growth both in our families choosing to bring kids to the museum and schools choosing to use 
the Lewis as a place to educate and engage students of all ages. Young children learned about colors, 
shapes, math and storytelling. Teens benefited from history lessons, conversations and tools for being 
history keepers and history makers. The Lewis is the place where future generations connect and learn 
from the past while keeping a close eye on where they can impact the future.
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When I take a look back at 2017 I see a year of 
tremendous growth and direction for the Lewis 
Museum. Many of our programs like the Black 
Memorabilia Fair and Craft Show and the Children’s 

Book Festival broke attendance records. We also focused on 
new partnerships with great artists and entities to increase the 
museum’s reach. Our partnership with HBO on the Henrietta 
Lacks film and Fades to Fellowship in partnership with Question 
Bridge exposed the Lewis to new audiences.

Community was also at the forefront of our work this year. The 
Lewis worked diligently to be timely and plugged in to what the 
community needed to see reflected in art and conversation. 
Our exhibition Kin Killin Kin looked to put a face on the epidemic 
of black on black crime and Sons served to challenge all that 
viewed it on the ways we viewed black men. These exhibits were 
only the start of important dialog at the Lewis.

As we look to the future of the Lewis, I only see MORE: more 
exhibitions and programs that serve to educate and entertain in a 
timely fashion, more of a commitment to being the place where 
important conversations and thought pieces take place and 
more of a focus on inviting diverse audiences to see what they 
have been missing at the Lewis. In the end, we will continue to 
give MORE in the hope that African American history and culture 
in Maryland continues to have a home, voice and seat at the 
cultural table.

Wanda Q. Draper
Executive Director

NUMBER OF VISITORS 48,775

History Tours

Engaging Family Programs

Children’s Book Fair

Teacher Resources  
and School Trips

Visitors of All Ages

Educational Programs 
and Competitions
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EDUCATION BY THE NUMBERS

EDUCATION PROGRAMS

• Teacher Professional Development:  
54 educators from throughout the state

• School Outreach (Living History to Go and 
Kwanzaa): 1423 students

• HS Juried Art Show Reception: 60 attendees

• Youth Summer Camp (6 weeks):  
Robert Houston and Gordon Parks Film 
Institute: 17 students

PUBLIC PROGRAMS:

• Family/Community Days: 3292 visitors

• Saturday Fun: 730 visitors

• Sunday @ 2 Films: 931 visitors

• Other Adult Programs: 921 attendees

ZEROING IN ON OUR COLLECTIONS AND EXHIBITIONS

COLLECTIONS

Material culture was the collecting agenda this year and we actively 
sought out new museum holdings that would strengthen our stance 
as the place for African American history and culture in Maryland. The 
result has been several noteworthy standouts to include:

1865 Proof of Ownership document from Baltimore - This document 
certifies that D.P.Q. Cherbonnier was the owner of Joseph Smith, a 
colored man, at the time of his enlistment in the 39th Regiment Company 
A, United States Colored Troops (USCT), on or about the 18th day of 
March 1864. Documents such as this one were used in Maryland by slave 
owners in order to recoup financial losses from the federal government 
for allowing their “abled-bodied” enslaved property to enlist during the 
Civil War.

1970 FBI Wanted poster for Hubert Geroid Brown, better known as 
H. Rap Brown - Brown was an activist with the Student Nonviolent 
Coordinating Committee in the 1960s, and famous for his quote “Violence 
is as American as apple pie.” In 1967, Brown was in the national spotlight 

when riots erupted in Cambridge, Maryland after he gave a fiery-speech on July 24 in the Eastern Shore city. 
The rally for racial equality erupted into civil unrest and the center of Black business in Cambridge burned to the 
ground. As a result of the riot, Brown was added to the FBI’s most wanted list and charged with Interstate Flight, 
Arson, Inciting to Riot and Failure to Appear.

Cast-iron Donation Box, c1875 from the Colored Orphan Asylum - this artifact was created from a bequest in 
Johns Hopkins’ will. As referenced from the Nova Numismantics online newsletter on February 13, 2015 “…Upon 
his death, it was Hopkins’ intent that the bulk of his fortune be used to establish a Baltimore hospital and university. In 
addition, he also earmarked a portion of his riches to finance an orphanage for Baltimore’s homeless African-American 
children.” After his passing in 1873, the Johns Hopkins Colored Orphan Asylum was founded in 1875. The Orphanage 
opened with 26 children at 206 West Biddle Street. The inscription on box reads “Sacred Offerings for the Colored 
Orphan Asylum, God Bless”.

OUR HIGHLIGHTS

Fades to Fellowship Barbershop Play (Question Bridge) ten barbers exploring themes of 
racism, police, homophobia, politics, gangs, relationships and education. Presenters included: 
Dr. Martin Luther King’s barber Nelson Malden and Kai Jackson, of Fox 45. 220 Attended.

Dark Matters: Break Dance Showcase presented by international b-boy crew Lionz of Zion and 
multimedia artist Jefferson Pinder. In connection with the BMORE Than The Story exhibition on 
the Baltimore Uprising and Ferguson.

All the Difference Panel Discussion with Wes Moore and cast. All the Difference, traced 
the paths of two teens from the South Side of Chicago who dared to dream a seemingly 
impossible dream: to graduate from college.

Teen Summit: Stop the Violence included teen workshops, a teen talk with former MTV’s Real 
World cast member Kevin Powell, and a culminating hip hop performance by Speak Life Tour 
with Lil’ Key of The Rap Game, Art with a Heart, Baltimore Peace by Piece, American Friends 
Service Committee, Griot’s Eye and Kariz Kids Youth Enrichment Services. In conjunction with 
the exhibition Kin Killin’ Kin.

Children’s Holiday Crafts Workshop families created memories and holiday crafts that were 
then used to decorate the museum’s Christmas tree. Santa visited and took photos with our 
families. This was a Dollar Day event.

Alice Walker - Beauty in Truth was an extremely popular Sunday @ 2 Films selection. The 
showing of Olympic Pride, American Prejudice and the follow-up discussion with filmmaker 
Deborah Riley Draper was another audience pleaser. We partnered with the Baltimore Jewish 
Film Festival and PNC on Olympic Pride.

The Black Memorabilia Fair and Craft Show had over 20 collectors and artisans. It included 
special autograph sessions with Negro League players and a Tuskegee Airman. We also 
included a panel talk with the National Parks Service entitled “Harriet Tubman, A Woman of 
Courage and Vision: Inspired by Faith, Family and Community” in anticipation of the grand 
opening of the Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad Visitor Center in Cambridge, MD.

Queen of Katwe Event featured Ugandan chess player Phiona Mutesi, who lived in the slum 
of Katwe and became a ranked chess player, and her teacher Robert Katende. It included 
a talk about the 2016 film Queen of Katwe and was followed by a book-signing. Prior to the 
talk the two played chess with students from the Baltimore Kids Chess League. Mutesi and 
Katende also visited Patterson HS to talk with ESOL students from Africa about their personal 
experiences and play a game of chess with their afterschool club.

5th Annual African American Children’s Book Fair families came out in huge numbers to 
learn about the hottest books on the market for children and young adults. Many authors 
were on hand to sign copies of their works and discuss the importance of reading, writing 
and telling diverse stories. Our headline authors were Newbery Medalist Kwame Alexander 
and Hollywood actor Taye Diggs. Over 40 authors and illustrators participated in the book fair 
proudly supported by BGE.

NUMBER OF ONLINE VISITORS 277,908
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